
Ebru Angün is assistant professor at the Faculty of Engineering and Technology, Galatasaray University. Her 
main research interests involve simulation-optimization, stochastic programming and simulation, with 
applications to reverse logistics and humanitarian logistics, and quantitative methods for decision making 
under uncertainty. 

 

Thomas Bartz-Beielstein is professor of Applied Mathematics at Cologne University of Applied Sciences, 
where he is head of the research center Computational Intelligence, Optimization and Data Mining (CIOP), 
together with Prof. Konen.  His research mainly focuses on Design and Analysis of Experiments, 
Computational Intelligence, Sequential Parameter Optimization, and stochastic optimization. Over the last 
years, he contributed tot he development of the sequential parameter optimization toolbox SPOT, whose 
main purpose is to determine improved parameter settings for optimization algorithms to analyze their 
performance. 

 

Russell Cheng currently is Emeritus Professor at Southampton having previously been Professor of 
Operational Research and Head of the OR Group from 1999 to 2007, in the School of Mathematics, 
University of Southampton, United Kingdom. He obtained an MA from Cambridge University, and a PhD 
from University of Bath.  He is author of well over 100 publications on: Design and Analysis of Simulation 
Experiments, Non-standard Parametric Estimation, Computer Generated Graphics, Optimal Control of 
Industrial Processes, and Marine Simulation. 

 

Annalisa Cesaro graduated in Computer Science Engineering at the Roma Tre University, in 2006. In 2010 
she earned her Ph.D. in Computer Science and Automation (Operations Research) from the Roma Tre 
University. Since 2010 she has worked as researcher for Data Management.spa in collaboration with the 
Roma Tre University. Currently, she is a technologist at the Italian National Institute of Statistics (ISTAT), 
which is a public research organization. Her main research interests include inventory models, Markovian 
models, and nonlinear integer programming. 

 

Gabriella Dellino graduated in Computer Science Engineering at the Polytechnic of Bari, in 2005. In 2009 
she earned her Ph.D. in Applied Mathematics from the University of Bari. During the Ph.D. she visited the 
CentER Graduate School, Tilburg University (The Netherlands), where she carried on part of her research 
activity. In 2009 she joined the Department of Information Engineering (University of Siena) as a research 
associate in Operations Research, also being a member of the research group of Decision and Management 
Methods. Throughout these years she has been involved in several national and international research 
projects funded by academic organizations and companies. Currently, she is assistant professor in 
Management Science at IMT Institute for Advanced Studies (Lucca). Her research over the last five years 
has been focusing on optimization models and methods, combined with computer simulation 
methodologies and metamodeling techniques, with applications to Inventory and Supply Chain 
Management, Health Care Operations Management, and Multidisciplinary Design Optimization. Her 
research goal is to develop flexible tools supported by metamodeling approaches, to effectively manage 
uncertainty on complex systems described by simulation models. 



She is a member of INFORMS (Institute for Operations Research and the Management Sciences) and AIRO 
(Italian Operational Research Society), and participates in the activities of several EURO (Association of 
European Operational Research Societies) working groups. 

 

Dirk Deschrijver was born in Tielt, Belgium, on September 26, 1981. He received the Master degree 
(licentiaat) and Ph.D. degree in computer science from the University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium, in 
2003 and 2007, respectively. From May to October 2005, he was a Marie Curie Fellow with the Scientific 
Computing Goup, at Eindhoven University of Technology in the Netherlands. He is currently an FWO Post-
Doctoral Research Fellow with the Department of Information Technology (INTEC), Ghent University, 
Belgium. His research activity mainly concerns scientific computing, surrogate modeling, Simulation-
Optimization, Design of Experiments, sensitivity analysis, and machine learning algorithms. 

 

Jan C. Fransoo is a professor of Operations Management and Logistics in the School of Industrial 
Engineering at Eindhoven University of Technology in the Netherlands. He holds an MSc in Industrial 
Engineering and a PhD in Operations Management & Logistics from Eindhoven University of Technology. He 
also serves as Research Director of the European Supply Chain Forum, a collaborative effort with about 25 
large multinational companies. He is currently also vice-president of Dinalog (Dutch Institute for Advanced 
Logistics), a national center of excellence in the area of supply chain management. He has published over 
60 papers in academic journals and presented at many academic and industry conferences. As part from his 
academic activities, Professor Fransoo has conducted dozens of projects with industry. His research mainly 
focuses on supply chain planning, production planning, and transportation planning. 

 

Kostanca Katragjini was born in Tirana, Albania, in 1977. She received the M.S. degree in computer 
engineering (summa cum laude) from Politecnico di Bari, Italy, in 2004. In 2010 she received another M.S 
degree in Business management from Universidad de Valencia, Spain. Currently she works at Instituto 
Tecnológico de Informática, in Valencia. She leads a new software development, RoutingMaps, and carries 
on scientific research activities in Advanced Vehicle Routing Problems in cooperation with  Universidad 
Politécnica de Valencia. She counts with several years of work experience in industrial optimization issues, 
having worked as process optimization engineer at Pfizer Manufacturing Plant, in Latina, Italy, from 2003 to 
2008.  

 

Bertrand Iooss obtained a Master in Statistics and Random Models in Finance in 1995 from University Paris 
VII. Further he defended (1998) his Ph.D thesis in Geostatistics at the Paris School of Mines on the subject 
of wave propagation in random media for seismic exploration problems. From 2000 to 2002, he worked as 
a research-engineer at the Institut Français du Pétrole in the Geophysics Division. From 2002 to 2010, he 
was a research-engineer at CEA Cadarache (French Institute of Atomic Energy) in the Nuclear Energy 
Division, working mainly on applications and developments of uncertainty and sensitivity analysis methods. 
Since 2009 he is the co-leader of the French research group (CNRS) on “Stochastic methods for computer 
experiments” and since 2010 he is a expert-researcher at Research and Development Division of Electricité 
de France. His research focuses on sensitivity analysis, uncertainty quantification, design of computer 
experiments, kriging metamodeling, and nuclear safety. 



Carlo Meloni received the degree in Electronics Engineering from the Università di Roma La Sapienza in 
1997. He got a Ph.D. in Operations Research from the same university in 2001. In November 2000 he joined 
the Università Roma Tre as post-doctoral fellow in Operations Research. In July 2002 he became Assistant 
Professor of Systems Engineering at the Politecnico di Bari. He took part in research projects promoted by 
different academic organizations and companies. His major research interests concern optimization and 
simulation methods with particular focus on planning and scheduling methods and their applications in 
manufacturing, logistics and services. Its work is documented in several international publications and 
conferences. He serves as referee different international journals and he is member of CIRO (Inter-
University Operations Research Center), AIRO (Italian Operation Research Society) and he is active in 
different EURO (Association of European Operational Research Societies) Working Groups.  

 

Veronica Piccialli is Assistant professor at Dipartimento di Informatica, Sistemi e Produzione, Università di 
Roma Tor Vergata. In 2000 she got a Master degree in Computer Science Engineering from Sapienza 
University of Rome. She earned her Ph.D. in Operations Research at Sapienza University of Rome in 2004. 
Her research is mainly concerned with nonlinear optimization. Her work has included studies on global 
optimization, Semidefinite Programming (SDP), Mixed Integer Non Linear Programming, and Hazardous 
Material Transportation. 

 

Henri Pierreval is a full professor at IFMA since 1992. His research is carried out within the LIMOS 
laboratory of Clermont-Ferrand in France (laboratory of computing, modeling and optimization of systems, 
UMR CNRS 6158), where he co-leads the production systems research axis. His research activities are in the 
area of decision support for manufacturing systems and supply chains. He is the author or coauthor of 
about 200 scientific papers, with near 50 articles in international journals. He has been responsible for 
many scientific projects and research collaborations with industry. He collaborates with several 
international academic institutions and has been invited by universities of different countries.  

 

Leonidas Sakalauskas is Head of the Operational Research Department at Institute of Mathematics and 
Informatics, Vilnius University. His research focuses on stochastic nonlinear and linear programming, 
Bayesian analysis, linear and nonlinear optimization, data mining, Monte-Carlo method, heuristic 
optimization, applied probability, importance sampling, Monte-Carlo Markov chain, stochastic 
approximation, queuing theory, network analysis and optimization, circuit optimization, engineering 
optimization. 

 

 

Jesus Vicente Adria Sanchez works at the Biomechanics Institute of Valencia in the Technology Transfer 
Office of Research Results. Due to his role, he is actively involved in searching for funding opportunities for 
R&D projects, carrying out technology transfer functions, and disseminating the scientific and technical 
offer of the partner and client organizations. Thanks to his studies and his working experience gained over 
the years, he has developed very diverse tasks, including economic project justification and budget control. 



 

 

Wim van Beers is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Economics and Business, Department of 
Quantitative Economics, University of Amsterdam. He is also a member of the Tilburg School of Economics 
and Management of Tilburg University. His research concerns the statistical design and analysis of 
simulation experiments with focus on Kriging interpolation in random simulation. 

 

Inneke Van Nieuwenhuyse is Assistant Professor of Operations Management at the Research Center for 
Operations Management, K.U. Leuven, Belgium. She teaches courses on Supply Chain Management, 
Operations Strategy and Facilities Design, and has participated in a number of applied research projects for 
industrial and consulting companies. Her research interests focus on the design and analysis of stochastic 
manufacturing and supply chain systems, and on simulation optimization. Her research has been published 
in international journals such as European Journal of Operational Research, M&SOM, Computers in 
Industry, and International Journal of Production Economics. 

 


